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RESPONSE TP THE TOAST FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA BY THE PREM IER , 
DON DUNSTAN, AT THE LORD MAYORS D INNER. FR IDAY 1ST JUNE, 1 973 . 
MY LORD MAYOR, 
YOUR EXCELLENCY, 
THE HONOURABLE THE CHIEF J U S T I C E , 
M I N I S T E R I A L AND PARLIAMENTARY COLLEAGUES, STATE AND FEDERAL 
YOUR HONOURS, 
YOUR GRACES, 
D I ST INGU I SHED GUESTS, 
GENTLEMEN. 
I RESPOND TO THE TOAST FOR SOUTH AUSTRAL IA , A SOVEREIGN STATE WITHIN 
AN IND I S SOLUBLE COMMONWEALTH OF D I V I D E D POWERS, R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S 
AND D U T I E S . 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA I S BOTH I T S LAND AND I T S PEOPLE. 
AS OUR LETTERS PATENT SAY, IT L I E S WITHIN THAT PART OF AUSTRAL IA 
WHICH L I E S BETWEEN THE MER ID IANS OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY 
SECOND AND ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY F I R S T DEGREES OF EAST LONGITUDE, 
AND BETWEEN THE SOUTHERN OCEAN AND THE TWENTY S I X DEGREES OF SOUTH 
LAT ITUDE, TOGETHER WITH ALL AND EVERY THE I SLANDS ADJACENT THERETO 
AND THE BAYS AND GULFS THEREOF. 
SUCH BAYS, AND GULFS AND I SLANDS ARE CURRENTLY IN HOT WATER. 
I N FACT, BY SAYING TH I 5 , ONE EMBARKS UPON TROUBLED WATERS. 
AND UNFORTUNATELY, I F I TRY TO POUR O I L ON THEM, I AM NOT SURE 
I F WE OWN IT IN ANY CASE, OR I F I AM BREAKING AN A . C . T . POLLUTION 
ORDINANCE. 
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SUCH ARE THE PROBLEMS THAT BESET A FEDERATION. THEY ARE I N E V I T A B L E , 
INEXORABLE, AND NECESSARY FOR THE V I T A L I T Y AND GOOD GOVERNMENT 
OF THE SYSTEM. 
BUT PERHAPS IT MIGHT BE ADV I SABLE FOR THE CHIEF JUST ICE TO BE 
CAREFUL WHERE HE SWIMS NEXT SUMMER. YOUR HONOUR, I F YOU VENTURE 
FURTHER THAN LOW WATER MARK, SOME ARGUE THAT YOU MIGHT BE OUT OF 
YOUR J U R I S D I C T I O N . FURTHER, YOU WILL HAVE LEFT I T WITHOUT 
NOTIFY ING H I S EXCELLENCY. 
BUT EVEN I F OUR SOUTHERN BOUNDARY I S AT PRESENT A L I T T L E F LU ID 
WE DO KNOW THE OTHER PHYS ICAL L I M I T A T I O N S OF THE STATE. 
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I T I S THE HOME OF SOME 1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 C I T I Z E N S , WHO HAVE ESTABL I SHED 
AFTER SOME ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY SEVEN YEARS, I N ONE OF THE 
MOST AR ID PARTS OF THE WORLD, A REPUTATION FOR INDUSTRY AND 
C I V I L I Z A T I O N . 
OUR INDUSTRY HAS MADE US THE THIRD INDUSTR IAL STATE OF AUSTRAL IA . 
IT HAS PROVIDED US WITH PROSPERITY AND, WITHIN L I M I T S , A 
STABLE ECONOMY. WE HAVE GREAT AND EXPANDING NATURAL RESOURCES. 
ADELA IDE I S NOW A MAJOR METROPOLIS . THE RELAT IVELY SMALL F E R T I L E 
AREAS OF THE STATE BURGEON WITH L I F E AND V I T A L I T Y . 
THE RURAL D0URNE5S THAT FOR MANY DECADES COLOURED THE CHARACTER 
OF THE STATE IN FLAT SHADES OF PROV INC IAL SELF - IMPORTANCE, HAVE 
GIVEN WAY TO A CLEARER MORE SELF -CONF IDENT AND REASONABLE COMPLEXION. 
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AND TH I S I S BECAUSE AS A STATE WE HAVE ALWAYS HAD CONTRASTING 
TRAD IT IONS OF WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED YEOMAN' CAUTION AND C I V I L I Z E D 
ADVENTURE. 
THE L E G I S L A T I V E ACHIEVEMENTS OF T H I S STATE OR PROVINCE, THE 
THE 
NATURE OF/LEGISLATURE I T S E L F , THE HISTORY OF OUR COURTS, OUR 
PENCHANT FOR D I S S E N T , AND THE VERY SHAPE AND NATURE OF OUR C I T I E S 
AND TOWNS IND ICATE THESE TRAD IT IONS IN A HUNDRED D IFFERENT WAYS. 
BUT OF MORE FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE TO THE STATE AS IT E X I S T S 
TODAY, I S THE BU I LD ING - NOT YET THE FLOWERING - OF A TRAD IT ION 
OF CULTURE AND C I V I L I Z A T I O N . 
T H I S TRAD IT ION ALSO HAS A FOUNDATION IN THE HISTORY OF THE STATE, 
I F ONLY BY V IRTUE OF THE FACT THAT OUR EARL I E ST SETTLERS WENT 
OUT OF THEIR WAY TO PROVE THAT THEY WERE A CUT ABOVE THE VULGAR 
LOT OVER TO THE EAST. 
UPON THAT ADMITTABLY FRAGILE BEGINNING, HAS BEEN BU ILT A SOCIETY 
THAT I S BY ANY MID TWENTIETH CENTURY STANDARD F IRMLY COMMITTED 
TO THE VALUE OF LEARNING AND TO THE ARTS. I T I S ALSO A SOCIETY 
THAT I S DEVELOPING A PROPER SCALE OF VALUES TOWARDS I T S 
ARCHITECTURE, I T S LANDSCAPES, I T S STREET SCAPES , AND I T S 
MAGNIF ICENT NATIVE FLORA. 
I T I S INCREAS INGLY URBANE, LESS PREJUD ICED, LESS V I N D I C T I V E , 
MORE OPEN TO REASON AND ARGUMENT AND LESS GIVEN TO MAKING 
D E C I S I O N S I N CONCLAVES OF YEOMENARY POWER OR INFLUENCE. 
AND TH I S I S HOW IT SHOULD BE, I AM SURE YOU WILL ALL AGREE. 
FOR ALTHOUGH MANY OF THE F I R S T SETTLERS OF TH I S STATE CAME HERE 
TO ESTABL I SH WHAT THEY CONSIDERED TO BE A SOC IETY THAT AVOIDED 
STRUCTURES OF P R I V I L E G E I N I M I C A L TO THEIR CONCEPT OF YEOMANARY 
FREEDOM, THAT CONCEPT WAS NOT BROAD IN I T S I M P L I C A T I O N S . 
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WERE THEY AL I VE TODAY, THEY WOULD CONSIDER THE STATE TO BE QUITE 
HORRIBLY DEMOCRATICAL. AND YET, THAT TOO I S CENTRAL TO OUR 
TRAD IT ION, AND THE GENERAL AND GENUINE PUBL IC EXCITEMENT IN OUR 
NEW FEST IVAL CENTER, IND ICATES THAT, JUST AS WITH THE ARTS 
F E S T I V A L , WE ARE DEVELOPING IN SOUTH AUSTRAL IA , A RESPECT FOR AND 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE ARTS THAT EXTENDS IN QUITE A RARE WAY FAR 
BEYOND THE SMALL COTERIES THAT IN MOST AUSTRALIAN C I T I E S IMAGINE 
THEY ARE THE CULTIVATORS OF CULTURE. 
IN AN ART ICLE IN THE BULLET IN YESTERDAY, ADELA IDE WAS L IKENED 
NOT TO AN ATHENS OF THE SOUTH BUT TO A FLORENCE. I THINK THAT I S 
A PLEASANT, AND EVEN MEANINGFUL, TWIST ON A SOMEWHAT HACKNEYED 
EP ITHET . 
FLORENCE WAS FROM TIME TO TIME DEMOCRATICAL. I T S BANKERS BECAME 
QUITE WELL KNOWN. I T S A R T I S T S AND ARCHITECTS S T I L L ASTOUND THE 
WORLD. I T S WRITERS S T I L L ENJOY A REPUTATION RANGING FROM 
B R I L L I A N C E TO NOTORIETY. AND WHEN M ICHELANGELO ' S DAVID WAS F I R S T 
UNVEILED THERE, TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND TUSCANS ARE S A I D TO HAVE 
COME TO APPLAUD. 
IN MELBOURNE, SOME MONTHS AGO, A PHOTO OF THE STATUE WAS S I E Z E D 
BY THE AUTHOR IT I E S . THEY 'RE S T I L L A VULGAR LOT IN THE EAST . 
AND SO IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA WE ARE B U I L D I N G , AND HAVE THE CONTINUING 
CHANCE TO BU I LD , A SOCIETY OF S E N S I B L E , CULTIVATED MEN AND WOMEN 
A SOCIETY OF URBANE VALUES AND COMPASSION, A SOCIETY OF L I T E R A T E , 
RATIONAL AND CREATIVE IMPORTANCE. 
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THE HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA AND THE NATURE OF OUR FEDERATION ALLOW 
FOR SUCH A D IFFERENCE OF DEVELOPMENT BETWEEN ONE STATE OR 
REGION AND ANOTHER. 
I B E L I E V E TH I S I S A GOOD THING, AND WILL ENDURE ABOVE LOW WATER 
MARK, OF! WHEREVER OUR SOUTHERN BOUNDARY MAY BE . 
THANK YOU. 
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